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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-40 are presented for Examination. 

2. Claims 1, 3-11, 13-21, 29 & 31 have been amended. 

3. Claims 32-40 have been added. 

Drawings 

4. The drawings were received on 03/04/2008. These drawings are accepted. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to Claims 1-40 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

6. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

7. Claims 34, 37, & 40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to 
one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, 
had possession of the claimed invention. 
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With respect to Claims 34, 37, & 40, the claimed "pushing at least a portion of said 
populated channel to said second location in exchange for at least a portion of a 
second populated channel guide associated with a second media channel created at 
said second location", does not appear to be supported by the specification as 
originally filled. In particular, the specification is unclear with respect to the claimed 
reciprocal relationship between the pushed media in exchange for having recieved a 
created media channel. 

The claim is subsequently being interpreted as indicating that a second location 
has the same functionality as a first location, whereby a populated channel guide may 
be pushed from a second location to a first location in the same manner in which a 
populated channel guide may be pushed from a first location to a second location. For 
the purpose of expediting the processing of the application, Claims 34, 37, & 40 have 
been rejected in view of the prior art (see below) based on a broader interpretation that 
meets the claimed subject matter as interpreted by the Examiner (as explained above). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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9. Claims 1-33, 35, 36, 38, and 39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Wood et al. (US Patent Application No. 2002/0054752 A1) in view 
of Novak (US Pat No. 7,103,905). 

With respect to Claim 1 , the claimed "creating a channel guide for a new channel 
that supports communication of media, said new channel comprising a media channef 
is met by Wood et al. that teach the recording of select media programs and the 
creation of channel listings, of these 'personal channels', on a channel guide for the 
organization of the recorded programs (Abstract; Fig.10; paragraphs [0010], [0039], [0059], 
&[0061]). 

The claimed "populating, at a first location, said channel guide for said new 
media channel with information identifying mixed media content, wherein said populated 
channel guide may be pushed to a second location" is met in part by Wood et al. that 
teach the creation of channel listings of recorded programs by a user at a 1 st location 
and the use of the channel guide information corresponding to these programs 
[paragraphs [0059] & [0064]). The Wood et al. reference does not explicitly teach the use 
of media from another source other than that of broadcast media or the ability to push 
said populated channel guide to a 2nd location. However, in the same field of endeavor, 
Novak teaches the creation of channels containing personal media content from a 
provider (upload source 122) that will be provided to an end subscriber (set top box 152 
& television 154) in a similar way as that of broadcast media, with the addition of a 
synthetic channel listing, containing schedule & program information, in the program 
guide of the end subscriber(>A6sfracf; col.2, lines 9-14; col. 3, lines 40-45; col. 6,a lines 51-55; 
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col. 7, lines 16-21; col. 10, lines 56-67; col. 11, lines 60-64; col. 12, lines 10-26, lines 39-58; & 
Figs.1,2,8,&9). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was 
made to have combined the creation of channel listings for the organization of recorded 
broadcast media, as taught by the Wood et at. reference, with a system allowing a user 
to receive personal media in the same manner as broadcast media in order to provide a 
user a more complete and enjoyable television viewing experience. A person of ordinary 
skill in the art would have been motivated to make such a modification to the Wood et 
al. reference in order to permit the creation of a media channel containing not only 
regular broadcast media, but also of personal media. 

With respect to the claimed "and one or both of: displaying said information 
identifying said mixed media content within said channel guide; and/or communicating 
said mixed media content via said new media channef is met by Wood et al. that teach 
the displaying of the personal channel content by way of an EPG (Fig. 10; paragraphs 
[0061], &[0064). 

With respect to Claim 2, the claimed "wherein said mixed media content 
comprises at least one personal media content and at least one broadcast media 
content' is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 1 above. 

With respect to Claim 3, the claimed "comprising receiving said at least one 
broadcast media content from at least one third (3 rd ) party broadcaster" is met by Wood 
et al. that teach the recording of broadcast media content from at least one third (3 rd ) 
party broadcaster (Figs.7-10, paragraph 0032). 
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With respect to Claim 4, the claimed "comprising storing said received at least 
one broadcast media content' is met by Wood et al. that teach the use of video storage 
105 in storing media programs (paragraphs [0028] & [0029]). 

With respect to Claim 5, the claimed "comprising linking said stored at least one 
broadcast media content to a portion of said information identifying said mixed media 
content which corresponds to said at least one broadcast media content is met by 
Wood et al. that teach the use of an EPG in listing information related to recorded media 
programs scheduled for viewing (Fig. 10; paragraphs [0061] & [0064]). 

With respect to Claim 6, the claimed "comprising storing at least a portion of said 
at least one personal media content' is met by Wood et al. that teach the use of video 
storage 105 in storing media programs (paragraphs [0028] & [0029]). 

With respect to Claim 7, the claimed "comprising identifying said at least said one 
personal media content' is met by Wood et al. that teach the recording of metadata 
associated with the recorded media program, from the channel guide, so that the user 
may easily identify the recorded show (paragraph [0040]). 

With respect to Claim 8, the claimed "comprising associating said identified at 
least one personal media content with a portion of said information identifying said 
mixed media content which corresponds to said at least one personal media content' is 
met by Wood et al. that teach the use of an EPG in listing information related to 
recorded media programs scheduled for viewing (Fig. 10, paragraph [0061] & [0064]). 

With respect to Claim 9, the claimed "scheduling within said created channel 
guide, at least one of said at least one personal media content and said at least one 
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broadcast media content for presentation" is met by Wood et al. that teach the 
scheduling of the recorded media programs for viewing on a 'personal channel' {Fig. 10; 
paragraphs [0059], [0061], [0067]). 

With respect to Claim 10, the claimed "comprising assigning one or both of a 
date and/or a time within said created channel guide for said presentation of said at 
least one personal media content and said at least one broadcast media content' is met 
by Wood et al. that teach the use of an EPG in listing 'personal channels' with recorded 
media programs, where the EPG is capable of assigning a date and a time to the 
channel listings {Fig. 10; paragraph [0061]). 

Claim 11 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 1, due to its 
interpretation as being a machine-readable storage of the method of Claim 1 . 
Claim 12 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 2. 
Claim 13 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 3. 
Claim 14 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 4. 
Claim 15 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 5. 
Claim 16 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 6. 
Claim 17 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 7. 
Claim 18 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 8. 
Claim 19 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 9. 
Claim 20 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 10. 
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Claim 21 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 1, due to its 
interpretation as being a system of the method of Claim 1. In addition, Wood et al. 
teaches the use of processor 101 in a video data recorder, which enables the recording 
of media programs and the creation of 'personal channels' (Fig.1; paragraphs [0010] & 
[0024]). 

Claim 22 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 2. 
Claim 23 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 3. 
Claim 24 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 4. 
Claim 25 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 5. 
Claim 26 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 6. 
Claim 27 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 7. 
Claim 28 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 8. 
Claim 29 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 9. 
Claim 30 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 10. 

With respect to Claim 31, the claimed "wherein said at least one processor is one 
or more of a media processing system processor, a media management system 
processor, a computer processor, media exchange software platform processor and/or 
a media peripheral processor" is met by Wood et al. that teach the use of processor 101 
in a personal video recorder (Fig. 1; paragraphs [0010] & [0024]). 

With respect to Claim 32, the claimed "wherein populating is based on one or both 
of a user profile and/or a request for at least a portion of said mixed media content' is 



Application/Control Number: 10/675,057 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2623 

met by Wood et al. that teach the populating of channel listings of recorded programs 
based upon a criteria database 104 that stores user specified criteria for the selection of 
shows for recording and for the personal channel they are to be stored in (paragraphs 
[0042] & [0059]). 

With respect to Claim 33, the claimed "comprising pushing at least a portion of said 
populated channel to said second location" is met by Novak that teaches the transmittal 
of the creation of channels containing personal media content from a provider (upload 
source 122) that will be provided to an end subscriber (set top box 152 & television 154) 
in a similar way as that of broadcast media, with the addition of a synthetic channel 
listing, containing schedule & program information, in the program guide of the end 
subscriber by an automatic process or by the use of a token (Abstract; col. 2, lines 9-14; 
col. 3, lines 40-45; col. 6,a lines 51-55; col. 7, lines 16-21; col.9, lines 44-51; col. 10, lines 56-67; 
col.11, lines 60-64; col. 12, lines 10-26, lines 39-58; & Figs. 1,2, 8, & 9). 

Claim 35 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 32. 

Claim 36 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 33. 

Claim 38 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 32. 

Claim 39 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 33. 
10. Claims 34, 37, & 40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Wood et al. (US Patent Application No. 2002/0054752 A1) in view of Novak (US 
Pat No. 7,103,905) as applied to claims 1, 11, & 21 above, and further in view of Ellis 
et al. (US Patent No. 6,774,926 B1). 
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With respect to Claims 34, 37, & 40, the claimed "comprising pushing at least a 
portion of said populated channel to said second location in exchange for at least a 
portion of a second populated channel guide associated with a second media channel 
created at said second location" is not specifically met by the Wood et al. reference in 
view of the Novak reference. However, in the same field of endeavor, Ellis et al. teach a 
system in which individual contributors may create personal television channel 
programming, whereby more than one contributor, at separate locations, have the ability 
to upload personal programming and to push/receive personal television channel 
programming to/from other locations (Abstract; Figs. 1-3, 7, & 8; col.1, lines 25-35; col. 2, line 
65 to col. 3, lines 3, 19-29; col. 5, lines 23-48; col. 7, lines 27-30; col.9, lines 61-67). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was 
made to have combined the creation of channel listings for the organization of recorded 
broadcast media & personal media, as taught by the Wood et at. reference in view of 
the Novak reference, with that of the Ellis et al. reference in order to allow a user to both 
push/receive the created channel listing & thereby add more functionality to the system. 
A person of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to make such a 
modification to the Wood et al. reference, in view of the Novak reference, in order to 
allow a greater level of distribution of mixed media channel listings among users. 
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Conclusion 

11. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jorge Mendoza Jr. whose telephone number is (571) 
270-5087. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday 9:00 
am -7:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Scott Beliveau can be reached at (571) 272-7343. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
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applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 

information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 

more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you 

have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 

Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 

Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 

800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/JORGE MENDOZAJR/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2623 

/Scott Beliveau/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2623 



